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the Passover with Ms disciples, they regarded such
a solemnity as much more a commemoration of the
Supper than a memorial of the Eesurrection. But in
proportion as Christianity more and more separated
itself from Judaism, this way of looking at the matter
became less easy. First, a "new tradition gained
currency, to the effect that Jesus before his death
had not eaten the Passover, but had died on the
very day of the Passover, thus substituting himself
for the Paschal Lamb. But beyond this, a purely
Jewish festival wounded the Christian conscience,
especially in the Pauline churches. The great Chris-
tian festival was the Eesurrection of Jesus, which in
any case must have taken place on the Sunday after
the Jewish Passover. In conformity with this idea,
men celebrated the festival of Easter on the Sunday
which followed the Friday next after the 14th of
Msan.

At Eome this custom prevailed, at least subse-
quently to the pontificates of Xystus and Telesphorus
(about the year 126). In Asia, opinion was much
divided. Conservatives, such as Polycarp, Melito
and all the older school, adhered to the ancient
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